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ear Colleagues,
The European Days of the French Society of
Cardiology is a major event on the cardiology
calendar, providing everyone the opportunity to update
his/her knowledge and to become aware of fundamen-
tal and clinical research, progress in diagnostic and
therapeutic techniques, in addition to discussion on
strategies for professional practice. It is also an oppor-
tunity for fruitful discussion with foreign cardiology
societies, and notably European ones, and many scien-
tific societies from other specialties with which we
maintain very often close, old and friendly ties.
This year, the key topic of the European Days is:  “Pre-
vention and Lifestyle”. This theme will be addressed
throughout the entire congress in many sessions, prac-
tical workshops, conferences, but it will also be the
focus of the Village of Prevention that aims
to offer interactive training in the form of
practical case workshops and informal
encounters with experts (no projection of
slides), providing for a direct and very open
dialogue on daily practice issues.
For the 2012 congress, the organization com-
mittee has also wanted to introduce a certain
number of innovations in the European Days'
program:
• First of all, in addition to the Village of Prevention,
intended for physicians, we have also sought to create
an educational activity focusing on the general public
and the younger attendees (adults and children with
heart disease etc.). This activity is entitled  “The
House of the Patient and Prevention”. It will take
place simultaneously within the congress, during the
day of Saturday 14 January 2012. It will be open to the
public and free to all. We strongly encourage you to
spread the news to those around you – your patients,
family and friends – to motivate them to come and
inform themselves in a friendly and often fun environ-
ment focused on cardiovascular prevention, a lifestyle
favorable to cardiovascular health, in addition to ques-
tions on daily for patients of all ages with heart disease.
We will also address problems related to congenital
and pediatric heart diseases.
• Second innovation: for the first time, we will intro-
duce into the scientific program practical training ses-
sions – only accessible through preregistration - that
will take place on Saturday morning. For a modest
sum, it will be possible to register in advance to these
practical workshops addressing concrete medical prac-
tice issues. This initiative is not only financial, but also
symbolic. It underscores the need for each to become
aware of the importance of a financial contribution,
even partial, in defraying the cost of continual medical
education, a requirement keenly necessary to achieve
desired independence.
• Consistent with these concerns, the organization
committee and the scientific committee have desired to
separate clearly in the program, sessions and
presentations that are part of the scientific pro-
gram in the strict sense of the term, from those
that are organized with support from industry
(whether the equipment/device, diagnostic or
drug industry). This will be clearly indicated
in the program and during each session to
avoid any ambiguity. Similarly, each speaker
or moderator must state his/her possible rela-
tions with industry.
• Finally, an independant committee of validation,
chaired by Pr. Claude GUEROT, is responsible for
reviewing, independently from the organization com-
mittee and the scientific committee, the content and the
themes of all the sessions organized with financial sup-
port from industry.
These innovations in the organization of the European
Days are consistent with a desire for independence, ethi-
cal rigor and the openness of the French Society of Cardi-
ology that wants to offer the best possible program that is
appealing, useful and transparent. We hope that you will
appreciate this congress as much as we have had the
pleasure of organizing and preparing it.
Enjoy the congress!
D
Pr Geneviève DERUMEAUX
President 
of the
French Society of Cardiology
Pr Albert Alain HAGÈGE
Vice-President 
of the
French Society of Cardiology
Pr Philippe Gabriel STEG
President 
of the European Days
EDITORIAL
